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Advertiſement. 


Need not tell the intelligent Render of 
the following Letter, that he who 


writ it, is a Man of ſound Senſe and 


Piety ; nor need I make any Apology for 
publiſhing it, Theſe Things it will do 


Itſelf, It may be proper, however, to 


let the World know, that as the Father 


is a Merchant, ſo his Son is Maſter of a 
Ship; and that, while the former is 


known among his Friends for a Man of 


great Judgment, and conſidering his Bu- 


ſineſs, of uncommon Learning; that the 
latter every Day diſtinguiſhes himſelf by 
ſuch Works of Genius, as aſtoniſh all 
who know, he had little other Education, 
than what he got on board a Ship ; which, 
from his Childhood, was almoſt his only 
Houſe and School, The Printer can tell 
their Names, 1 
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OLD Mtrcnant's Letter. 


Mr DEAR 80, 


2 Y Class i is near, perhaps will 
be quite run, before you re- 
2 iccive this, the laſt Advice of 
yvour Father. If. it has not on 
ou the Effect I deſire, and earneſtly pray 
for; . it will; however, clear me on that 
Head; at the great Day of Accounts, 


- 
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You know, the World, in low Life, 
is ſtrangely corrupted with Idleneſs, Ly- 


Ing, Filching, and Obſcenity ; in high, 


with Pride, Oppreſſion, Luxury, Flattery, 


Treachery, and other Viccs, ſo abomina- 


ble, that even the Heathen Notions of 
Virtue could not bear them; and there- 
fore produced Laws to ſuppreſs them. 
But, as one of their own Authors ſays, 
they could neither endure their own 
Vices, nor the Remedy applied to them. 


WuruarT, however, do Laws avail, 
without Religion ? Laws cannot be exe- 
cuted without Oaths, nor the Truth of 
Oaths depended on, without Religion ; 
that is, without a firm Belief in a Su- 


preme Being, and a future State of Re- : 
wards and Puniſhments. It is plain, ö 


therefore, the World cannot be ruled, 
without G O D, conſequently there muſt 
be Truth in Religion, becauſe GOD 
could not have made a World to be go- 
verned by Impoſture. | | 
1 Socrates, 


11 


Slsoserates, Plato, Cicero, Sir Iſaac Neu- 
ton, and all the true Philoſophers, have 
ſeen and proved Deſign in the Maker, by 
the Force of natural Reaſon. All Le- 


giſlators have ſcen and proved the Neceſ- 
fity of Religion, from moral Reaſon. 


But neither natural, nor moral Reaſon, 
have given that Teſtimony to Religions 


that divine Revelation hath done. This 


Revelation was atteſted by a long Suc- 
ceſſion of Miracles, wrought in Egypt, 
the moſt knowing Nation ; and among 
the Mraelites, the moſt incredulous Na- 
tion of the World, 


Tun Memory of theſe wonderful Facts 
was kept up by Records, Laws, and In- 
ſtitutions, ceremonial and judicial, all in- 

termixed in the ſacred Writings of this 

latter People, whereby, during the Sub- 
ſiſtence of their Conſtitution, they were 
always rewarded or puniſhed, A Series 
of Prophets kept up their Attention to 
theſe Things, more eſpecially to their 
A4 n 


„„ N 
Sacrifices, which were Types of the great 
Sacrifice, till our Saviour came to offer it 
up. The written Memorials of theſe 
Things, the Fews yet preſerve with the 
greateſt Care, though they contain a 
—_ 3 againſt cheimſelves. 


Tux Birth, Actions, Miracles, Death, 
and Reſurrection of CHRIST, were e 
told by the Prophets, and recorded by 
Witneſſes, who, moſt of them, died for. 


the Truth of their Records. What they 


ſet forth, will appear as convincing, as it 
is ſurpriſing, if you read with Attention, 
and conſider the great Things done, the 
Doctrine taught, the Majeſty and Plain- 
neſs of the Narration, the Miracles per- 
formed to prove the Truth of our Reli- 
gion, and the wonderful Progreſs it made, 
which could be owing to nothing but 
thoſe Miracles; for it did not flatter the 
Superſtitions. or Vices of Men; but con- 
demned all other Religions, * taught 
thoſe who receiyed it to deny themſelves, 


to cut off their. Hands, -and pluek out 
e „ 


(9) 

their own Eyes, rather than to ſubmit to 
Corruption through' the one, or employ 
the other in Sin. It taught them, in 
ſhort, to deſpiſe this World, and look for 
another; and yet it proſpered. 


Now obſerve, my Son, that this Re- 
ligion was preached in that great City, and 
at that very Time, where and when the 
Facts appealed to, were done in the Sight 

both of the Romans and Jeros, preached, 

1 fay, and recorded in Writings, which 
muſt have been then and there both con- 
tradicted and refuted, had not thoſe Facts 
been real. The believing Fews muſt have 
been ſtrangely credulous to believe all 
this, if they had not ſeen the Facts; the 
moſt ſtupid, to think they had ſeen them, 
if they had not ; the moſt impudent in ap- 
pealing to others for the Truth of them, 
if thoſe others had not alſo ſeen them; 
and the moſt fooliſh in renouncing the' 
Pleaſures of this Life, and embracing all 
its Miſeries, Poverty, Baniſhment, Tor- 
_—_ Death, if their Hopes had not been: 

founded 


( 10) 
founded on the higheſt Conviction. The 
ſame may be ſaid of the Gentile Converts, 
who were Greeks and Romans, Bigots to 
Philoſophy, to Pleaſure, to worldly Inte- 
reſt, and to Paganiſm, Yet among theſe 
the Goſpel made a ſwift and wonderful 
Progreſs, in Oppoſition to all the Terrors 
of ſuch Perſecutions as the World had 


never heard of before. 


Now, the End for which all this was 
done, is plain, namely, to bring Life and 
Immortality to light; that is, to intro- 
duce a Motive to Reformation of ſufficient 
Power, and through Reformation, to 
make the World happy. Conſider, my 
Son, that Life compared to Eternity, is 
as a Point to an infinite Line, Conſider, 
likewiſe, that Vice, which our own Rea 
. ſon condemns, (for to be vicious ourſelves, 
and to live with the vicious only, is Hell) 


muſt be ſtill more hateful to the pure and 


holy GOD. Yet the World, before it 

was taught better Things by Chriſtianity, 

knew little or nothing of * and 
leſs 


1 3 


leſs of a future Being. It neither knew 


how Wickedneſs was to be reformed, or 


attoned. All this our great Inſtructor 
came to diſcover, to open an unclouded 
Proſpect of Eternity ; to offer up a ſuffi- 
cient Sacrifice for Sin; to introduce us to 


that Life of Purity here, which is to be 


perfected hereafter; and by his Precepts, 
his Inſtitutions, his Examples, his Grace, 
to give us that Strength and Perſeverance, 


which Nature, corrupt and weak, denies. 


You will aſk, perhaps, why this Doc- 


trine did not more univerſally prevail? 
and another may as well aſk, why it pre- 


voailed as it did? The well diſpoſed were 


prepared to receive it; the ill diſpoſed, to 
reject it. Men are free to receive, or re- 
ject. Hence it is, that Chriſtianity muſt 
maintain its Ground to the End of the 
World, becauſe there will always be 
ſome well diſpoſed; and that it muſt be 
always deſerted, betrayed, or perſecuted, 


becauſe there will always be a Majority of 


| * of an oppeſite Turn, 


| Socrates 


— — en 


(12), 


Sobrotes was 5 to deaths at 0 for 
oppoſing Error, as well as CHRIST and 
his Diſciples at Feruſalem, and elſewhere 
Virtue ſuffers, and muſt, while the. 
World laſts, ſuffer a like Martyrdom of 
its Principles, where-ever Vice hath gain- 
ed the Aſcendant. As the beſt Men are 
not entirely free from vicious Inclinations, 
ſo even in them, Faith ſometimes ſtaggers, 
ſo that as well the Teacher, as the 
taught, frequently give . . of Infide- 


lity, 


. the subject ſwells, 4 PEE: 
thought, my dear Son, long and much 
on theſe Matters, but have not made the. 
' Progreſs I ought. However, as you have 
thought leſs on them, let me beſeech 
to hear the Call of your Father, ſo far at 
leaſt, as to give Religion a fair Hearing. 
If the Advice of a Father can rouſe you; 
if your own Reaſon in balancing the pre- 
ſent with future Things, if the Terrors 
of a final — can alarm you; let 
me, 


(13) 
me, 1 conjure you, by him who made, 
who governs, and will judge, us all, pre- 
vail on you to think, to examine, to 
ſearch the Works and Word of GOD; 
for if you do, I know, you will fear 
GOD, you will love him with all your 
Heart, your Soul, your Strength; you 
will make his will the Rule of your Ac- 
tions; and ih ſo doing, will be happy. 
Make haſte, Old Cuſtoms are not eaſily 
laid aſide, une ones acquired. I know 
your Weakneſſes and Habits. The Rea- 
ſons muſt” be very ſtriking, and the Mo- 
tives ſtrong, that enable you to hate 
Things loved, and to love Things hated. 
Be reſolute thefefore, that you may be 
quick-i in beginning, and conſtint in per- 
ſevering. ' Call daily on G O at home, 
and in his Houſe) and feed your Piety at 
his Table. Have him always before your 
Eyes, and' in your Heart. This will 
render you Juſt to other” Men, humble 
and contented in yourſelf, 'a Conteninet 
of 'Praiſe, and'yet a ſincere endeavourer 
to 40 every Thing that may deſerve it. 
* | „ 


by 
This will give you a Power over your Ap- 
petites, and procure you a calm, health- 
ful, and probably, a long Lite. Theſe, 
and better Fruits, will it bring with it at 
preſent. But when your Life draws near 
a cloſe, which, on the longeſt Allowance 
of Days, muſt be ſoon, this will deliver 
you from unſpeakable Horrors, no other- 
wiſe to be avoided; and fill you with 
Hopes in Death, infinitely preferable to 
all the ſenſual Pleaſures of *. FT 


+ By this long Letter _—_ may ade 
ſtand the Fears of a Father for you, who 
deſires nothing from you, but the Hopes 
of your own Happineſs, who adviſes you 
from grey Hairs and Experience, and 
briefly hints a few Reaſons out of many, 
leaving it to your own Judgment to trace 
out more, Your Happineſs cannot de- 
pend on the deceitful Smiles or Promiſes 
of the Great, who often need the Advice 
1 have given to you; nor on Riches, 
which add nothing to him who hath the 

Necellaries of Life, but Vanity, Vexation, | 
Wanton- 
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Wantonneſs, Viſitants, Flatterers, Ser- 
vants, Horſes, Dogs, and other Conſu- 
mers of Time, Money, and Innocence; 

nor doth it depend on Applauſe, the nau- 
ſeous Breath of Folly or ill Deſigns; nor 
on impure Pleaſures, of which the Times 
ſmell ſo ſtrong, that we ſeem to live 
among Swine and Goats, rather than 

Men; but on him who gave you Being, 
and who alone can give you the Comforts 
of that Being; on a GOD of Purity 
and Holineſs, whoſe Eyes cannot behold 
Iniquity. It is, indeed, my Son, a fear- 
ful Thing to fall into the Hands of this 
G OD, for who may ſtand in his Sight? 
Tf the righteous will ſcarcely be ſaved, 
bee ſhall the wicked appear * 


us not particular in your. Dreſs, Air, 
or Behaviour, no more than in your Prin- 
ciples. That which is general and ordi- 
nary, hath the beſt Chance to be right, 
before Things are tried by the Touch- 
ſtone of Reaſon, which gives no Counte- - 
nance to Singularity, merely ſuch, When 
you 


( 16 ) . 
you go into Company, be not aſſuming; 
be not firſt to give your Opinion, nor po- 


ſitive. In all diſputed Caſes, (if you are 


at all concerned) be on the honeſt Side, 
and be calm and ſteady. It often haps 
pens both Sides are in the wrong; if you 
keep yourſelf cool, you-will ſee it, and 
may reap great Advantages from it. Let 
not the Atheiſt, the Deiſt, or the Liber- 


tine, whether in Principle « or Practice, be 


among your Intimates. If ſometimes 


you are obliged to meet them over a Bot- 


tle, guard againſt that and them, with a 
like Abhorrence to Intoxication, | 1f 10 
offer to declaim for their Principles, vou 


may venture ſurely _t6 deſpiſe them, as 


heartily, as they do yours. If they are 
moral Men, anſwer them ; if vicious, 
laugh at them. Contemn alike the Fop 
of Opinions and Dreſs. © Conſort with 


Men of Senſe and Virtue, and you will be 
a Man of Senſe and Virtue. Give due 


Reſpect to your Supetiors, and require lit- 
tle of thoſe beneath you, unleſs i in Matters 
of Command. Be" courteous to all Men; 


and 


69 

and believe me, Praiſe is ſeldom given, 
but for the Benefit of him who gives it. 
' Know yourſelf therefore, and diſtruſt it. 


How ſoever true it) may be, as ſoon as you 


are dead, it will, equally belong to the 
Duſt of a dead Horſe, and ycurs. Help 
_ »the unhappy to /the uttermoſt of your 

Power: But giqe not to the Idler, for 
you were nat made to be his Drudge; 


nor to the Drunkard, fot he hath no 
Right to Subſiſtence; who aims at Exceſs; 


nor ſto the Thief, who! dogs but ſteal 
when he begs, not to the Lewd, leſt Rods 
: . TIP to his deteſtable Vice, 1 "3h 


Reap Hiftory nad nature! Philoſophy 
5 at your leiſure Hours, that bu may know 
_ GOD and Man hy their Works. Read 
the Old Whole Duty of; Man, that you may 
_ know, and govern yourſelf, "Above all 
read the Seriptures, in which 0D 
| ſpeaks in Wiſdom to your Vodlerſtanding, 
and in Power to your Paſſions, Read the 
Prophet Vaiab, and compare him with 
the Hiſtory of CHA 187, that you may ſte 

| B EY the 
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the Confoinnity between the divine Fore- 
knowledge, and the Facts in which we are 
{ . ſo deeply concerned. Read the Proverbs, 
! that you may abound with the Maxims of 
true Wiſdom, and have them ready on 
all Occaſions. Read: the Eſalms, that 
* your Heart may be 'warmed with true 
1 Devotion, when you pray to, or praiſe 
j ; GOD. Let the New Teſtament be ever 
in your Hands, that you may know, and 
well conſider, on what Terms Salvation 
is promiſed, .: Some Revelation muſt have 
been made, becauſe the World muſt have 
fat in religious Darkneſs without it. If 
any was ever made, it muſt have been the 
5 Chriſtian, for no other Neligion, pre- 
| "tending to divine Authority, hath either 
Uthe inward, or outward Marks of Ge- 
nuineneſs, to convince us. Is not our 4 
Happineſs always future Do we not ei- 
(ther hope fbr it, or fear to miſs it? Why | 
were the Hopes of Happineſs, and Dread 
of Mifery, given us, unleſs to f our 
Eyes on real, but future Happineſs and 
| Miſery ? Conſider, yl Son, can the 
| | Things 
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z Things of this Life make us either happy : 
or miſerable ? No, they cannot fill the 
Mind. Look therefore forward to Things 


that can; and do Chriſtianity the Juſtice 


to own, that it alone gives you well- 


grounded Aſſurances of either. 


| By not catried Wey my Son, from 
theſe neceſſary Reflections, nor induced 

to doubt the Force of ſuch Reaſonings, 
neither by your own corrupt Inclinations, 
which always vote againſt Religion, nor 


by thoſe of other Men. Be not an Unbe» 
liever, becauſe the great or the ingenious 


are Unbelievers. Nor be wicked on Prin- 


ciple, for Vice is 'the worſt of Errors, and 


does the greateſt Diſhonour to the Under» 
| ſtanding of Man, Neither ſuffer the 


-Vices of ſuch among the Clergy, as preach 


one Thing, and practice another, to be- 


tray you into Diſbelief, for your Faith de- 
pends not in what they ſay or do. They 


are but Men like yourſelf; many of them 


more ignorant than you, and not a few of 
them wotſe diſpoſed by Nature, Reli- 
B 3 _ 
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| mi. 
gion groans under their Vites more than x 
did under the Perſecutions of its open 
Enemies; but in the Eyes of the. judis 
eious cannot be anſwerable for the Prad- 
tices of ſuch Intruders. It needs not their 
Virtue to prove it true; nor fears, their 
Vices ſhould prove it falſe. It is highly 
ſlaviſh to follow them. Vou may have 


28 good Reaſons ſor going to Heaven 28 


the beſt of them; an ſurely you! can 
have none for going the contrary Way, 
from the worſt of them. Fix your Atten- 


tioh, therefore, on your ohn eternal In- 


teteſt, and be guided by the Word: of 
GOD, without ſuffering: yourſelf to be 


beat. out of your Path, by Travellers that 


croſs your Way in Purſuit of contrary 


Ends, be they: renderedi neveriſo confides = 


rahle by Function, Fortune, Station, ar 
Underſtanding; Rejeqt not Revchtium 


my Son, beczuſe it ſpeaks to you of ſubs 


time and myſterious Things It coul 


not ſpeak to you of GO, without do- 
ing this. Think not highly of your-own 
3 for PIN yo (an 


know, 
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(27) | 
know: - You know. not your own Soul, 
nor Body, nor any Thing elſe. If you 
undenſtand noti theſe Things that are fo 
familiar and! intimate, how ſhall you aim 
at a perfect Knowledge of him by whom 
all Things exiſt. He could /be no GOD 


cat you could comprehend; 'which you 
are infinitely. farther from being able to 


do, than the Mouſe that gnaws your 


mouldy Proviſions is,. from comprehend- 
ing how your Ship was built, or how you : 
Ts it OPEN Ocean. | 


Do N imagine I write this to diſplay 


my Knowledge, or to amuſe you. Con- | 
ſider, I am writing to my Son, to diſ- 
charge my Conſcience, and admoniſh him 


whoſe Happinefs is not leſs dear to me 
than my own. All Things here are de- 
termined to particular Ends. The Life 


and Being of Man bath iis peculiar End, 


which few know, and fewer live as if they 
did. I wiſh all Men knew it, and feel- 
ingly conſidered it; - Know it, O my 


dear Son, to be this, that thou ſhouldſt 


worſhi ip 


e ; 2 e . 
(2) 
worſhip the Lord thy GOD, and” him 
only ſerve, according to the Reaſon he 


bath given thee, and the Declarations of 


his Will, laid duden thee, If thou ſhalt 


follow theſe, thou ſhalt pleaſe him, and 
be happy. A contrary Courſe muſt have 


a contrary End. May the Spirit of Truth 
guide you into all Truth. May the good 


God bleſs you. Pray for him who prays 


for you, and is with Fears and Hopes, 
unknown, but to the Heart of a Parent, 
ever tenderly and anxiouſly | 


Your FATH ER. 


N 
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